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Appearances. By G. Lowes Dickinson. New York: Doubleday, Page 

& Co., 1914. Pp. x, 221. 

The "Appearances" are impressions of India, China, Japan, and Amer- 
ica. Underneath the comments of a keen even if extraordinarily narrow- 
minded observer is the attempt to present the fundamental antipathies 
between West and East. India stands pre-eminently for the religion 
of the Eternal, the West for the religion of Time. China and Japan rank 
rather with the West than with India. The author's esthetic sympathies 
are largely with the East. On the other hand, the West, hateful and 
fatuous as are many of its inventions and its modes of industry, is adven- 
turous on a quest "to secure a society more just and more humane." 
The part which deals with America, as the author says in his preface, 
has a note of exasperation. The temper, in fact, is quite similar to that 
which one finds at present in Teutonic discussions of England. Without 
.any of the difficulty which Burke felt in drawing an indictment against 
& whole people and without any of the discrimination which we like to 
associate with scholarship, Mr. Dickinson writes down the American 
"from east to west, from north to south, everywhere and always the same 
— masterful, aggressive, unscrupulous, egotistic . . . valuing nothing 
but success ... a predatory, unreflecting, nai'f, precociously accom- 
plished brute." America has "contributed so far nothing to the world 
except material prosperity." An American is obliged to wonder a little 
just how much of America Mr. Dickinson saw, and to venture a query as to 
whether such wholesale and unqualified damnation and scarcely qualified 
contempt should really be published unless supported by a broader obser- 
vation than is evidenced. Fortunately Mr. Bryce was not satisfied with 
""appearances" but thought it worth while to study America. 
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